Lake Guntersville Bass Masters
Tournament Rules and Regulations

GENERAL

The following will be applied in conducting all lsashing tournaments of the Lake
Guntersville Bass Masters (LGBM). Implementatiorifedse rules shall be left exclusively to the
officers of the club. The decision of club officetsall be final in all matters.

PARTICIPATION AND ELIGIBILITY

Participation in tournaments will be open to cluembers and perspective members of the club
or guests of members. The authorization to fishgadng of fishing partners will be done at the
regular club meeting preceding the tournament.

All members, prospective members, and guests ngrsadiability release form annually before
participating in any club functions. These form#l e valid for one club year (November 1 -
October 31).

Article I-Sign-up

A. Upon entering the club meeting, sign up for et tournament. You must declare your
intention to be a boater or non-boater at this tilmenember may sign up another member.
Tournament monies must be paid upon sign up angwegting for all entries.

B. The Tournament Director will pair members bywlra

C. A prospective member must sign up for the nextrtament at the meeting. Two non-
members may not fish together.

D. To prevent prospective members from being bungpetiawn together, the Tournament
Director may alter the draw.

E. Partners will make arrangements prior to thertament for transportation to and from the
tournament site. Each partner shall be respon®b®&0% of the cost of transportation, lodging,
ramp fees, and boat expenses, but not includingeapgnses related to pre fishing or early
arrival to tournament site. Costs related to psbifig and/or early arrival to the tournament site
shall be borne by the fishermen involved.

F. Fishing hours will be announced at the meetmay po the tournament. If necessary, a
tournament may be cancelled or shortened, by tmaament director. Rescheduling of any
canceled tournament will be decided by club vote.



G. If two members are drawn together, and neithsrdtcess to a boat. The Tournament
Committee may alter the draw to accommodate thebeesnif possible. Non-members will be
paired last.

H. Any member may refuse a partner at the timéefdraw. The refusing partner will have the
last starting position.

I. No members can fish together in consecutive dawnaments. No two members can fish
more than two times in a club tournament year laywdunless it approved by the TD.

J. If you are signed up by another member and yortdishow up at the tournament without
ample notice (24 hours) to your partner, you migst ap yourself for the remainder of the year.
If your partner can't find another partner, youl Wwé responsible for half your partner's expenses.

K. Members may fish two times in one year withooihg through the draw, unrestricted by
other tournament drawing rules.

Article Il - Prospective Members

A. Prospective members are eligible for fish ouaeds only, and no year end points until voted
in.

B. Prospective members must be present at the myaativhich they are voted on and pay club
dues at that time. Dues will be prorated basedemtonth that a member is voted into the club.

Article IIl - Guests

A. Guests are ex-members and others who do nowiishthe club on a regular basis. Each
guest may only fish with the club two times perry€auests will pay a $5.00 guest fee for each
fish out to the treasurer. Guests are not eligimdish out awards or year end points.

B. Prospective members may not use their own boatgournament until they become
members. Ex-members of the LGBM, fishing as guesss; use their boats with the permission
of the TD.

Article IV Tournament Rules

A. Safe boating conduct and all necessary preaasititust be observed at all times.

1. Everyone in the boat must wear a Coast Guarrbagg life vest and the kill switch must
be attached to the boat operator whenever the cstioblengine is running.

2. Any boat used during club events shall be atl&d feet in length, and have a minimum
of a 40 H.P. engine, a kill switch, an electridlingg motor, a depth finder, and an aerated
live well or an aerated 48 qt. ice chest and prapgirance for the boat.



3. When necessary, one or both partners may takefish and equipment, get into another
participants boat, and return to the dock andIsaille their weight counted as valid.

4. If a member observes anyone in an emergencgtisity or stranded, they must stop and
offer assistance unless it puts them in danger.

B. Members will not violate Fish and Game lawsglaldes, nor display poor sportsmanship to
anyone during tournament hours.

C. No alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs mayrba member’s possession during tournament
hours.

D. All Black Bass less than the legal tournamere §imit shall be returned immediately to the
water.

E. If you are late to the ramp and the tournamastdtarted, you must check in with another
participant on the water before you start fishing.

F. Each member has the right to operate the tgpitiotor, unless unqualified to do so, and to
choose the fishing area for one half of each day.

G. Any damage to a boat, vehicle, or equipmenheadinancial responsibility of the party at
fault. The individuals involved will decide whoas fault between themselves.

H. Only artificial lures may be used. No live biaipermitted.

I. No fishing will be permitted within the “off libs” area designated by TD. Before each
tournament, the TD will be required to set an adfitaunch and weigh-in time as well as to
specify any “off limit” areas. Fishing in any “olfimit” area or fishing before official launch or
after official weigh-in time will be grounds for imediate disqualification.

J. A member cannot move in on a boat which isfigldr working an area with an electric
motor, or has claimed that area by anchoring. peisnitted to courteously fish along with the
other boat at a reasonable distance. No more tgarsls distance, in any direction, may be
claimed by a member. Only one dock at a time catldimed by a member.

K. All members must leave and return to the stgrgiaint by boat. A boat may not be trailered
from one fishing location to another during tourmgmnhours for the purpose of fishing unless
authorized by the TD.

L. All fish must be hooked and landed from the boat
M. No member may leave the starting area untiktae is signaled. Boats will leave according

to their start positions unless they are late anthéave problems that prevent them from doing
so.



N. The TD will be responsible for determining shdft for the blast off. The TD will not
release participants prior to safe light.

O. All boats must be checked in at the designateidiwin area at the cutoff time or a one pound
per minute penalty will be enforced for up to teimumtes late. If over ten minutes late, the
anglers’ weight will not be counted. The TD will besponsible for determining any late
penalties.

P. All protests must be presented to the TD inimgibefore the official scales close at the
conclusion of any club tournament. All decisiongref TD, on protests, will be on an individual
basis and will be final.

Q. There will be no trolling with the combustiongame.

R. All types of communication devices may not bedus any club tournament, except for
emergency situations or to contact the TD. Doingvloresult in immediate disqualification.

S. Competitors may only have the allowed tournarteggegl amount of fish per competitor in
their boat at any time. Upon catching their fiesydl fish over their allowed limit, they must cull
back to the allowed limit of fish before resumigfish.

T. At any weigh in, dead fish will not be returnedthe lake or disposed of at the weigh in site.

U. All live tournament caught fish must be returtedhe lake unless the TD approves keeping
of the fish.

V. Ties for largest bass will be determined by legjttotal weight for the tournament. AOY
points tie will be determined by highest total weifpr the best 10 tournaments.

Article V- Penalties
A. Competitors who have not checked in to the desigd area at cut off are subject to a one
pound penalty for each minute late up to ten mmuddter ten minutes the late competitors will

be disqualified.

B. Failure to comply with any of the tournamenieulnd regulations during the fish out may
result in disqualification.

C. Failure to comply with any Lake, State or Feterkes will result in disqualification.

Article VI - Live Wells

A. All boats must be equipped with live wells oledst 48 qt. ice chest filled with water to keep
fish alive. All fish holding equipment must be egoed with an aerator. All fish in the live well

must be identified separately for each member. iBedach tournament all live wells must be in
good working condition and capable of keeping tinotk of fish alive.



Article VII - Rods
A. You may fish with only one rod at a time. Rodaynbe a maximum of 8 feet long.
Article VIl — Awards

A. The following awards will be given for regulatud draw tournaments:
1. 1st big fish: 10% of the $20.00 entry fees. (®2per entrant]
2. 1st Place: 30 % of the $20.00 entry fees.[$fdX0entrant]
3. 2nd Place: 15% of the $20.00 entry fees. [$pdlCentrant]
4. 3rd Place: 10% of the $20.00 entry fees. [$p&0entrant]
5. 1st Heavy Boat: 10% of the $20.00 entry fee®.q® per entrant]
[25% of the $20.00 entry fee will go to the Clule@sury.][$5.00 per entrant]

B. The following will be given for the end of thegr awards:
1. Angler of the Year -First through Fifth placgque plus a Club Jacket for 1st place.
2. Perpetual Angler of the Year plaque listing Birst Place Finisher.
3. Annual Lunker (Big Fish) Plaque.
4. Heaviest Individual Tournament One Day Catchgpe-(Heaviest One Day Stringer)
5. Classic Tournament Winner- Club Jacket and @aqu

Article IX - Draw Tournaments

A. Tournament Schedule and Lake Selection Procedure

1. The Tournament Committee will provide a listwb (2) lakes per month to the club at the
October club meeting. Members not in attendance lmeagmailed a list.

2. Each club member will have the month of Octdbenake their choices by circling one
lake per month as their favorite. The sheet witlofdes circled must be completed and
turned in to the Tournament Committee by the Novemahub meeting.

3. Sheets not turned in by the November Club Meetiill be considered late and will not be
counted. Completed sheets may be emailed or faxdgetTournament Committee.

4. The list of lakes will be tallied from these stgeby the Tournament Committee. The final
list of lakes will be the lakes with the most casl

5. The Tournament Committee will have the finahtith decide on a lake in the case of a
tie, a danger at the particular lake, or travedafety concerns.

6. The final Tournament Schedule will be submiteethe Club no later than the November
club meeting.

Tournaments

A. There will be twelve (12) regular draw tournarseper year. These tournaments may be one
or two day events selected by the Tournament Cot@enitith the final vote of the membership.

B. The participants of a club tournament will beaased place points on a 25-point scale and
accumulated by each member for the year-end stgsdithe 25-point scale is as follows:



1st Place: 25 points

2nd Place: 24 points

3rd Place: 23 points

4th Place: 22 points

5th Place: 21 points

and so on through 25th place.
C. Place points will only be awarded for fish catnghich are within the club set length size
limits. There will be an additional 5 points awattde each member for fishing the tournament.
(Show up points).

D. Only the best ten tournaments of the year, pember, will be counted toward year end
points.

Article X - Scoring
A. Tournament scoring will be determined by tot&igiht of each tournament catch.
B. Points will be awarded for black bass only (&rgouth, small-mouth, and spotted bass).

C. The Official Limit for all tournaments shall bdetermined by the TD and stated for each
tournament.

E. Measurement of fish will be with the mouth cldsad the tail fanned.
F. Contestants scores will be in US pounds, teawiishundreds of pounds.
G. Contestants will transport all fish from live-lv® scales in bags with ample water for fish.

H. Contestants who fail to bring fish to the scatebags with water will be penalized one pound
in weight from the angler's total weight.

I. Any fish submitted for weigh-in that is not withthe tournament=s legal size limit will result
in the contestant being penalized one (1) pounédah illegal fish and also the loss of that
fish’s weight.

J. Courtesy measurements by the Tournament Directamy other contestant are prohibited.

K. All fish taken from the live-well shall remain the possession of the contestant until
submitted to the TD or Weigh Master at the "Offiaieigh-In".

L. Any fish submitted for weigh-in that is dead Mticur an 8 ounce penalty.

M. All fish shall remain with each contestant utiiy bass and total weight for that angler has
been determined. After scoring the fish will beeesded, as soon as possible, to the lake.



N. Culling of fish shall be done on the water only.

O. All decisions of the Tournament Director at difcial weigh-in are final. No contestants
other than the TD or Weigh Master shall measunsegh fish without the TD’s permission.

P. An angler that fishes without a partner shadl tiebir weight to the club’s average weight of
all non-boaters participating in the tournamerdetermine the total boat weight for the angler
without a partner for determination of placementhi@ tournament=s heavy boat category. If the
angler without a partner does not have a legal frehangler's boat weight is zero, and the club
average does not apply.

Article XI — Deviation from Rules

Any conscious deviation from any of the club rulel result in disqualification from any
tournament.

Article XII- Change in Tournament Rules

Tournament rules may be changed in accordancetgthake Guntersville Bass Master’'s
Preamble, Article VI - Amendments, Section 1.
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